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The Ipazia Scientific Observatory on Gender Issues is delighted to announce 
the upcoming event on the theme “Art, Culture and Made in Italy: Gender 
Perspectives in the Contemporary World.” Founded to promote 
interdisciplinary, comprehensive, and updated research on gender issues, 
the Ipazia Observatory encourages national and international debate on 
emerging and challenging gender-related dynamics. This workshop aims to 
explore the impact of art, culture and the "Made in Italy" industries in 
strengthening gender equality and social inclusion, underscoring how these 

areas can contribute to a fair and inclusive future. 

The relationship between art, culture and gender has been extensively 
analyzed in the international literature, focusing on how these fields serve as 
tools for social change and for representing gender diversity (Paoloni and 
Cosentino, 2024; Paoloni, 2021). The purpose of this call is to analyze how 
cultural and artistic representations, as well as the concept of “Made in Italy,” 
can challenge and reshape traditional gender norms, fostering a deeper 
understanding of social dynamics and contributing to greater equity and 

inclusion. 

In 2023, the Made in Italy sector demonstrated consistent growth, with art, 
culture, landscape, gastronomy, design, fashion, and cosmetics representing 
29.2% of Italy's GDP (Banca Ifis, 2024). Over time, “Made in Italy” has gained 
increased significance, representing not only a mark of authenticity and 
territorial identity but also a key element in shaping the creative and cultural 
industries from a gender perspective (Belfanti, 2019). 
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Culturally, Italy’s rich artistic heritage has played a fundamental role, 
fostering a widespread aesthetic sensibility. Art has contributed to an 
environment where aesthetics and design are central to sectors like furniture 
and fashion, closely linked to the country’s diverse landscapes, climates, and 
cultures, enriching the cultural foundation of Italian society (Bucci et al., 
2011). Beyond a label of origin, "Made in Italy" is a symbol of excellence, 
reflecting the cultural, social, and artistic identity of Italy (Corbellini and 
Saviolo, 2004). Italian craftsmanship, together with modern technologies, 
acts as the driving force for the unique production of Made in Italy goods (De 
Saint Mihiel, 2024). 

The United Nations and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
underscore the importance of promoting gender equality through inclusive 
policies that value women's contributions to cultural and creative industries 
(UN, 2015). Similarly, the European Union, through initiatives like Creative 
Europe, has supported inclusivity and diversity in artistic expressions to 
reduce the gender gap and promote equal opportunities (European 
Commission, 2020). 

In this context, art and culture are seen as vehicles of expression and tools 
for gender empowerment and for promoting inclusive values that transcend 
traditional inequalities. Thus, this workshop aims to gather scholars, 
professionals, and artists to explore how artistic and cultural practices can 
help build a more equitable society by critically analyzing gender identities 
within the “Made in Italy” framework and reinforcing respect for unique 

cultural values (Napolitano and Marino, 2016). 

Conference Objectives 

The 10th Ipazia Workshop aims to investigate the intersection between art, 
culture and gender identity, with a focus on how the creative industries can 

serve as platforms for representing and empowering gender diversity. 

We welcome both conceptual and empirical papers, based on qualitative and 
quantitative approaches, related to knowledge and innovation in promoting 
gender equality. The main sub-topics of the conference include: 

• The role of female in driving innovation in cultural industries; 
• Culture and heritage as tools for gender empowerment; 
• Integrating gender diversity in sustainability policies of cultural 

businesses; 
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• Impact of gender inclusion paths on performance of economic and 
cultural, profit and non-profit, organisations;  

• Funding and support tools for female entrepreneurship in creative 
industries; 

• Gender equality in internationalization strategies of Made in Italy; 
• Female diversity and inclusion in Made in Italy industries; 
• Innovation and tradition in the Made in Italy sector; 

 

Review Process and Publication Plan 

Submitted papers will follow a double-blind peer-review process, and 
selected authors will be invited to present their work in parallel sessions. The 
workshop will be held in a hybrid format (physical and virtual) and will involve 

multiple national and international academics and practitioners. 

Selected papers presented during the "10th Workshop on Art, Culture and 
Made in Italy: Gender Perspectives in the Contemporary World" will be 
considered for publication in the "SIDREA Series in Accounting and Business 
Administration" by Springer International Publishing. Additional special 

issues may be activated for other best-selected papers. 

Paper Submission Guidelines 

• Abstract submission deadline: 24 January 2025 
• Full paper submission deadline: 10 March 2025 

All papers will have a discussant. Each presentation will be allocated a 
20-minute slot (15 minutes for discussion plus 5 minutes for Q&A). 

Full papers should include: 

• Cover sheet (title, name, affiliation, address, and email for each 
author, indicating the corresponding author) 

• Short Structured Abstract (structured as Purpose, 
Design/Methodology/Approach, Originality/Value, Practical 
Implications, max 100 words each) 

• Keywords (max 5) 
• Paper type (academic research or practical paper) 
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• Text, acknowledgments, tables, and figures included in the 
manuscript 

• References in APA Style 

Manuscripts should be sent to info@ipaziaobservatory.com no later 
than the submission deadline. The maximum length of each manuscript, 
including all sections, is 5000 words. 

Registration 

The 10th Workshop on Gender Issues: "Art, Culture and Made in Italy: 
Gender Perspectives in the Contemporary World" is free of charge. 
However, due to limited capacity, registration is required by emailing 
info@ipaziaobservatory.com no later than 31 March 2025. The 
program details will be available on the websites Sapienza University 
and Ipazia Observatory fifteen days before the event. 

Key Dates 

• Abstract submission deadline: 24 January 2025 
• Abstract Acceptance notification: 10 February 2025 
• Full paper submission: 10 March 2025 
• Full paper Acceptance notification: 21 March 2025 
• Registration deadline: 31 March 2025 
• Workshop and parallel sessions: 11 April 2025 

Scientific Chief 

Paola Paoloni 

 

Organizing Committee 

Antonietta Cosentino 

Giuseppe Modaffari 

Palmira Piedepalumbo 

Veronica Procacci 

Alejandra Paola Sevilla Guzman 

Silvia Ievolella 

https://web.uniroma1.it/deap/
https://www.ipaziaobservatory.com/
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PROGRAMM 

Work in progress 

 

CONTACTS 

info@ipaziaobservatory.com 

 

WEBSITE 

https://web.uniroma1.it/deap/gender-studies 

https://www.ipaziaobservatory.com/ 
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